
Swimming Pool Inspection Checklist- 

Based on the 2012 International Swimming Pool Code. 

Installation of all swimming pools, spas and hot tubs shall comply with the 2012 International 
Swimming Pool Code and Article 680 of the 2017 National Electric Code.  All State and local 
amendments shall also be followed.  Pools, spas and hot tubs installed near existing dwelling 
units or structures may require modifications to the existing structure to comply with barrier, 
electrical or tempered glass requirements that may be listed in other sections of applicable 
codes.  These checklist do not include all Code requirements and are a reference only.  

Plumbing 

   302.3 Pipe, fittings and components. Pipe, fittings and components shall be listed and labeled in accordance with NSF 

50 or NSF 14. Plastic jets, fittings, and outlets used in public spas shall be listed and labeled in accordance with NSF 50. 

  302.5 Backflow protection. Water supplies for aquatic vessels shall be protected against backflow in accordance with 

the International Plumbing Code or the International Residential Code, as applicable in accordance with Section 102.7.1. 

Barrier 

  305.2 Outdoor swimming pools and spas. All outdoor aquatic vessels and indoor swimming pools shall be surrounded 

by a barrier that complies with Sections 305.2.1 through 305.7. 

     305.2.1 Barrier height and clearances. Barrier heights and clearances shall be in accordance with all of the following:  
 1. The top of the barrier shall be not less than 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade where measured on the side of the 
 barrier that faces away from the aquatic vessel. Such height shall exist around the entire perimeter of the vessel and 
 for a distance of 3 feet (914 mm) where measured horizontally from the required barrier.                                                  
 2. The vertical clearance between grade and the bottom of the barrier shall not exceed 2 inches (51 mm) for grade surfaces 
 that are not solid, such as grass or gravel, where measured on the side of the barrier that faces away from the vessel.   
 3. The vertical clearance between a surface below the barrier to a solid surface, such as concrete, and the bottom of the 
 required barrier shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm) where measured on the side of the required barrier that faces away 
 from the vessel.                                                                                                                                                                            
 4. Where the top of the vessel structure is above grade, the barrier shall be installed on grade or shall be mounted on top 
 of the vessel structure. Where the barrier is mounted on the top of the vessel, the vertical clearance between the top of the 
 vessel and the bottom of the barrier shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm). 

305.2.2 Openings. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4 inch (102 mm) diameter sphere. 

             305.2.3 Solid barrier surfaces. Solid barriers that do not have openings shall not contain indentations or protrusions 

 that form handholds and footholds, except for normal construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints. 

             305.2.4 Mesh restraining barrier/fence. 

305.2.5 Closely spaced horizontal members. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and 

 the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is less than 45 inches (1143 mm), the horizontal members shall be    

 located on the aquatic vessel side of the fence. Spacing between vertical members shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in 

 width. Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts shall not exceed 1.75 inches 

 (44 mm) in width. 

305.2.6 Widely spaced horizontal members. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and 

 the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is 45 inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing between vertical mem

 bers shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm).  Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the 

 cutouts shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. 

305.2.7 Chain link dimensions. The maximum opening formed by a chain link fence shall be not more than  1.75 

 inches (44 mm). Where the fence is provided with slats fastened at the top and bottom which reduces the openings, such 

 openings shall be not more than 1.75 inches (44mm). 

305.2.8 Diagonal members. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, the maximum opening formed by 

 the diagonal members shall be not more than 1.75 inches (44 mm). The angle of diagonal members shall not be greater than 

 45 degrees (0.79 rad) from vertical. 



305.2.9 Clear zone. There shall be a clear zone of not less than 36 inches (914 mm) around the exterior of the barrier 

 and around any permanent structures or equipment such as pumps, filters and heaters that can be used to climb the barrier. 

305.2.10 Poolside barrier setbacks. The aquatic vessel side of the required barrier shall be not less than 20 inches (508 

305.3 Gates. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Sections 305.3.1 through 305.3.3 and shall be equipped to 

accommodate a locking device. Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away from the vessel and shall be self-closing and have a 

self-latching device. 

305.3.1 Utility or service gates. Gates not intended for pedestrian use, such as utility or service gates, shall remain locked when 

not in use. 

305.3.2 Double or multiple gates. Double gates or multiple gates shall have at least one leaf secured in place and the adjacent 

leaf shall be secured with a self-latching device. The gate and barrier shall not have openings larger than 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) within 

18 inches (457 mm) of the latch release mechanism. The self-latching device shall comply with the requirements of Section 305.3.3. 

305.3.3 Latches. Where the release mechanism of the self-latching device is located less than 54 inches (1372mm) from grade, 

the release mechanism shall be located on the vessel side of the gate at least 3 inches (76 mm) below the top of the gate, and the 

gate and barrier shall not have openings greater than 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) within 18 inches (457 mm) of the release mechanism. 

 305.4 Structure wall as a barrier. Where a wall of a dwelling or structure serves as part of the barrier, doors and operable 

windows with a sill height of less than 48 inches (1219mm) that provide direct access to the aquatic vessel through the wall, 

shall be equipped with one or more of the following:                                                                                                                                                          

 1. An alarm that produces an audible warning when the door or its screen or window, is opened. The alarm shall be listed 

 and labeled as a water hazard entrance alarm in accordance with UL 2017. In dwellings or structures not required to be       

 Accessible units, Type A units or Type B units, the deactivation switch shall be located 54 inches (1372 mm) or more above 

 the threshold of the door. In dwellings or structures required to be Accessible units, Type A units or Type B units, the      

 deactivation switch shall be located not greater than 54 inches (1372 mm) and not less than 48 inches (1219mm) above the 

 threshold of the door.                                                                                                                                                                             

 2. A safety cover that is listed and labeled in accordance with ASTM F 1346.                                                                                              

 3. An approved means of protection, such as self-closing doors with self-latching devices, provided that the degree of        

 protection afforded is not less than the protection afforded by Items 1 or 2. 

305.5 Pool structure as a barrier. Where an on ground residential pool structure is used as a barrier or where the barrier is 

mounted on top of the pool structure, the following shall apply:                                                                                                                              

 1. An on ground pool wall, itself, shall be permitted to be the barrier where the pool structure is on grade and the wall is at 

 least 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade for the entire perimeter of the pool and complies with the requirements of Section 

 305.2.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 2. Where the means of access is a ladder or steps, the ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed 

 to prevent access or the ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier that meets the requirements of this section.               

 3. When the ladder or steps are secured, locked or removed, any opening created shall not allow the passage of a 4 inch 

 (102 mm) diameter sphere.                                                                                                                                                                                     

 4. The barrier shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. 

Decks 

306.1 General. Decks shall be designed and installed in accordance with the International Residential Code or the                  

International Building Code, as applicable in accordance with Section 102.7, except as provided in this section. 

306.2 Slip resistant. Decks, ramps, coping, and similar step surfaces shall be slip-resistant and cleanable. Special features in or 

on decks such as markers, brand insignias, and similar materials shall be slip-resistant. 

306.3 Stair treads and risers. Stair riser heights shall be in accordance with the International Residential Code or the         In-

ternational Building Code, as applicable in accordance with Section 102.7.1. 

306.4 Slope. The minimum slope of decks shall be in accordance with Table 306.4 except where an alternative drainage   meth-

od is provided that prevents the accumulation or pooling of water. 



Lighting 

321.1 General. The provisions of Sections 321.2 and 321.3 apply to lighting for public aquatic vessels. The provisions of     

Section 321.4 shall apply to lighting for residential aquaticvessels. 

321.2 Artificial lighting required. When a pool is open during periods of low natural illumination, artificial lighting shall be 

provided so that all areas of the pool, including the bottom main drains, will be visible. 

321.2.1 Pool and deck illumination. Overhead or underwater lighting shall be provided to illuminate the pool and adjacent 

deck areas. Such lighting shall be listed, labeled and installed in accordance with NFPA 70 or the International Residential Code, as 

applicable in accordance with Section 102.7.1. 

321.2.2 Illumination intensity. For outdoor pools, the combination of overhead and underwater lighting shall provide not less 

than 3 foot-candles of illumination at the pool water surface. For indoor pools, the combination of overhead and underwater lighting 

shall provide not less than of 10 foot-candles at the pool water surface. 

321.2.3 Underwater lighting. Underwater lighting shall provide a minimum of 8 lumens per square foot of pool water surface 

area.  Exception: Where overhead lighting provides not less than 15 foot-candles of illumination at the pool surface and all areas of 

the pool are visible without glare. 

321.3 Emergency illumination. Public pools and pool areas that operate during periods of low illumination shall be provided 

with sufficient emergency lighting to permit evacuation of the pool and securing of the area in the event of power failure. The emer-

gency lighting intensity shall be not less than 1 foot-candle at the water surface and the walking surface ofthe deck. 

321.4 Residential pool and deck illumination. Where installed in residential pools and permanent residential spas, lighting 

shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 70 or the International Residential Code, as applicable in accordance with Section 

102.7.1. 

Inspections Required 

Rough Plumbing- All plumbing piping must be inspected prior to covering with a pressure test on.   

 

Rough Electric– All underground conduits, wires, light shells and feeders to pump panel must be inspected prior 

to being covered. 

Pool Bonding– All bonding elements must be inspected prior to concrete placement.  Pools with metal walls, 

braces, or other metallic parts must be bonded as well in accordance with Article 680 of the 2017 NEC. 

Footings or Pool Rebar Basket-  Prior to concrete placement once all rebar is in place.  Some vinyl liner pool kits 

require a footing to brace walls.  This footing must be inspected as well. 

Underground Gas piping  if applicable. 

Final– Pool, fencing and alarms  (if applicable) are all complete.  All site work must be complete as well. 

 

Please email all inspection request to inspection.request@cityofsouthfultonga.gov to schedule inspections.  The City 
requires all request be submitted on the inspection request form available on the Cityôs website.  Inspection request 
received by 4:00pm will be conducted the next regular business day, excluding holidays or emergencies.  The 
permit card must be posted on site to receive all inspections.  Do not proceed with any further work until the re-
quired inspections have been conducted and approved. 
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